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ABSTRACT

The theme of this research paper seeks to investigate and discuss the symbolic connotations and
significance of onions in ancient Egyptian beliefs, and to clarify the nature of the relationship extent to
feasts and celebrations in ancient Egypt. By carefully examining the scene from the tomb of Roy, "TT255"
in the Dra Abu el-Naga area in the west of Thebes in Luxor, who lived during the reign of King Horemheb
and the beginning of the Nineteenth Dynasty, as Roy was the royal scribe during the reign of King
Horemheb, the presence of an onion was noticed in the tombstone mentioned above, which expresses the
occurrence of a merger between Horus as a cosmic manifestation of the solar birth and Osiris-Sokar, and
this merger, linked to the presence of an onion, results on this precise date, the twenty-fifth day of the
month of Koiak or the so-called Choiak. In this regard, we inquire about the nature, concept, and
symbolism of onions in ancient Egyptian beliefs, their relationship and extent to ancient Egyptian holidays
or feasts and celebrations, their relationship to the celebrations of the god Sokar in ancient Egypt, and the
differences between holidays, feasts and celebrations in ancient Egyptian civilization from a comparative
observational and analytical perspective.
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its Culture, New York, 1970, p. 94; Spalinger, A. J.,"Calendars", In: Redford, B. D., The Oxford
Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt, Vol. I, AUC. Press, Cairo, 2001, p. 224; Caminos, R. A., Notices of
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Cf: Parker, R. A, The Calenders of Ancient Egypt, Chicago, 1950, p. 51ff; Schott, S., Altdgyptische
Festdated, AAWLM, Mainz, 1950, pp. 5-10; Von Beckerath, J., LA III, cl. 298; Worth, V. 1., The
Macmillan Dictionary of Astronomy, London, 1979, p. 185; Saplinger, A. J., op. cit., p. 224f; cf:
Depuydt, L., The Two Problems of the Month Names, RdAE 50, 1999, p. 107ff; 114f; cf: Caminos, R.
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unlucky days, JEA 12, 1926, p. 260; Spalinger, J. A., Revolutions in time, studies in Ancient Egyptian
Calendrics, Texas, 2000, p. 3; Von Bomhard, S. A., op. cit., pp. 137-140; Spalinger, A., Month
Representations, CdE, 70, 1995, p. 122; cf: Depuydt, L., Regnal Years and Civil Calendars in Ancient
Egypt, JEA 81, 1995, pp. 151-173; cf: Spalinger, A., Three Studies on Egyptian Feasts and their
Chronological Implications, Baltimore, 1992, pp. 30-41; cf: Gardiner, A. H., Mesore as First Month of
the Egyptian Year, ZAS 43, 1906, pp. 136ff; cf: Sethe, K., Die Zeitrechnung der alten Aegypter im
Verhiltenis zu den andern volker: Eine entewicklungsgeschichtliche Studie, Berlin, 1919-1920, p. 38.
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Cf: Parker, R. A., op. cit., p. 9ff; Schott, S., op. cit., p. 43ff, Von Becherath, J., op.c it., cls. 297-298;
Child, V. G., Man makes himself, London, 1955, p. 112; Spalinger, A. J., op. cit., p. 225; Depuydt, L.,
op. cit., p. 111; 114ff; cf: Caminos, R. A., op. cit., p. 116f; Mahler, ED., op. cit., p. 87f; Spalinger, J. A.,
op. cit., p. 3; Von Bombhard, S. A., op. cit., pp. 137-140; cf: Depuydt, L., op. cit., p. 151-173; Spalinger,
A., op. cit., p. 30-41; Leitz, C., Bemerkungen zur Astronomischen Chronologie, Agypten und Lerante,
vol. III, Wiesbaden, 1992, pp. 97-102.
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1890, p. 675; Jacobsohn, H., Die Dogmatische Stellung des K&nigs in der Theologie der alten Agypter,
Gliickstadt - Hamburg -New York, 1939, p. 22f, 30
(3)Robins, G., Calendars in Pharonic Egypt, Civilization of Ancient Eastern vol. III, New York, 1995,
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Cf: Abd Al-Qadar, M., The development of the funerary Beliefs and Practices displayed in the private
tombs of the New Kingdom at Thebes, Cairo, 1966, p. 132.
(6)Helck, W., & Otto, E., Kleines Lexikon der Agyptologie. Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden 1999,p. 191;
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und andere Erscheinungen der Hathor, ZAS 92, 1965, p. 43f.
(DKessler, D., ZAS 114, 1987, pp. 72-74; Wettengel, W., Zu den Darstellungen des Papyrusraschelns,
SAK 19, 1992, pp. 334-337.
(2)Griffith. J.G., Osiris, LA IV, Wiesbaden 1989, col. 625.
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Cf: Clark, R. T., Myth and Symbol in Ancient Egypt, London, 1978, p. 100; PT. 589 (a); CT 11, 104;
Breasted, J. H., Development of Religion and thought in Ancient Egypt, New York, 1912, p. 31.
(2)Baines, J., Society Morality and Religious Practices, London, 1991, p. 126; Smith H., Maat and Isft;
BACE 5, p. 69. )
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Tevelde, H., Erntezeremonien, LA VI, cols. 1009ff; Bleeker, J., Egyptian festivals, Leiden, 1967, pp.
20-27; Spalinger, A., Festivals, OE. I, pp. 521ff; Budge W., The Lituragy of funerary offerings,
London, 1994, p. 12; Schoske, S., Vernichtnugs Ritual; LA VI, cols. 1009ff.
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Bakir, A., The Cairo Calendar of Lucky and unlucky days, ASAE, 48, Cairo, 1948, p. 425-ff.
Budge, W., The Egyptian Magic, London, 1975, p. 223ff.
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Bruxelles, 1965, p. 138.
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(4)Schott, S., Altagyptische Festdaten, Wiesbaden, 1950, p. 900.
(5)Altenmiiller, H., Feste, LA II, 1977, cols. 171-172.
EE0LEVT o M jlas Ay sal Al " Aaall A ol peae s Aapill peae 8 3slall jalae s asede 15055 el (1)
(7)Bleeker, C., Egyptian Festivals, Leiden, 1967, pp. 63-64.
(8)Schott, S., Festdaten, pp. 90-91.
(9)Wohlgemuth, D., Das Sokarfest, Gottingen, 1957, pp. 163-169.
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(1)Gaballa, A., and Kitchen, A., The Festival of Sokar, OR 38, 1969, pp. 52-67.
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(3)Goyon, J., Textes Mythologique II, Les Révélations des Mystéres des Quatre Boules, BIFAO 75,
1975, pp. 349-395; cf: Ziegler, C., Apropes du Rite des Quatre Boules, BIFAO 79, 1979, p. 439 (n. 4);
cf: Graindorge, C., La Quéte de la lumiére au Mois de Khoiak, JEA, 82, 1996, pp. 92-93; cf: Harpur,
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Y., Decoration in Egyptian Tombs of the Old Kingdom, London, 1987, figs. 76; 79; 128; cf: Boessneck,
J., Die Tierwelt des Alten Agypten, Miinchen, 1988, pp. 100-103.
(1)Graindorge, C., Quéte de la lumiére au Mois de Khoiak, pp. 93-99.
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Cf: Budge, W., The Lituragy of Funerary offerings, London, 1994, p. 12.
(4)Abd Al-Qadar, M., The development of the funerary Beliefs and Practices displayed in the private
tombs of the New Kingdom at Thebes, Cairo, 1966, p. 132.
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(1)Chassinat, E., Le Mystere d'Osiris au mois de Khoiak, IFAO, Le Caire, 1966, p. 90.
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Cf: Porter, Bertha; Moss, Rosalind L. B. Moss., Topographical Bibliography of Ancient Egyptian
Hieroglyphic Texts, Reliefs, and Paintings I. The Theban Necropolis Part 1. Private Tombs, 1960,
reprinted 1970, Griffith Institute, Oxford, pp. 339-340;
cf: https://egyptsites.wordpress.com/2009/02/07/tomb-of-roy-tt255/
https://exploreluxor.org/tomb-of-roy-tt255/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of Theban tombs
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Tomb_of Roy TT255
cf: Foucart, G., Baud, M.,& Drioton, E., "Tombes thébaines Nécropole de Dird Abili'n-Naga: Le
tombeau de Roy 1928", Mémoires publiés par les membres de I'Institut Francais d'Archéologie
Orientale 57, Impr. de I'Institut francais d'archéologie orientale, Le Caire, 1928.
(5)Helck, W., & Otto, E., Kleines Lexikon der Agyptologie. Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden 1999,p. 191;
Hannig, R., Die Sprache der Pharaonen, GroBes Handworterbuch Agyptisch-Deutsch (2800-950 v.
Chr.). In: Kulturgeschichte der antiken Welt. Band 64, Mainz 1995, p. 1239; Hannig, R., Die Sprache
der Pharaonen. GroBes Handwérterbuch Deutsch-Agyptisch (2800-950 v. Chr.). In: Kulturgeschichte
der antiken Welt. Vol. 86, Mainz 2000, p. 1288, (Lemma: Thot, (2)); Schott, S., Altdgyptische
Festdaten. In: Akadermie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur (Eds.): Abhandlungen der geistes- und
sozialwissenschaftlichen Klasse. Nr. 10. Mainz, 1950. Seite 49, Tabelle 10; Chassinat, E., Le mystére
d'Osiris au mois de Khoiak,Institut frangais d'archéologie orientale du Caire, Le Caire, 1966;ct: Krauss,
R., Sothis- und Monddaten: Studien zur astronomischen und technischen Chronologie Altédgyptens.
Gerstenberg, Hildesheim 1985; Parker, R.A., The calendars of ancient Egypt, Chicago, 1950.
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(2)Helck, W., & Otto, E., Kleines Lexikon der Agyptologie. Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden 1999,p. 191;
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Cf: Parker, R. A., op. cit., p. 45f, Wb. 11, 88, 4; Wb. V, 325, 18; Depuydt, L., op. cit., p. 108; 112f; 118;

120; 123.; cf: Depuydt, L., Sothic Chronology and the Old Kingdom, JARCE 37, 2000; Dawson, R. W.,

op. cit., p. 260; cf: Gardiner, A. H., The Problem of the Month Names, RdE 10, 1955, pp. 9-31; Parker,

R. A., The Problems of The Month Names: A reply, RdE 11, 1957, pp. 85-107;Depuydt, L., The Two
Problems of the Month-Names, RdE 50, 1999, pp. 107-133; cf: Leitz, C., op. cit., pp. 22-25.
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(1)Brodrick,M.,&Morton, A., A Concise Dictionary of Egyptian Archaeology, Cosimo, Inc., 2005,p.30;
Erman, A., Life in Ancient Egypt, Courier Dover Publications, 1971, pp. 319. f; cf:Murray, M. A. The
Regions of Night and Thick Darkness, Legends of Ancient Egypt. New York: Dover, 2000,pp.86—107.
(2)cf: Lichtheim, M., Ancient Egyptian Literature: a Book of Readings, Volume One, University of
California Press, 1980, p.124; Csapo, E., & Christina Miller, M., The Origins of Theater in Ancient
Greece and Beyond: From Ritual to Drama, Cambridge University Press, 2007, p.263; Hodel-Hoenes,
S., Life and Death in Ancient Egypt: Scenes from Private Tombs in New Kingdom Thebes, Cornell
University Press, 2000, p.172.

(3)ct: Jones, D., Boats, University of Texas Press, 1995, p.35.
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(Dcf:Wilson, M.A., The Sphinx, Vol.8, New York,1909 , p. 144; cf :Rec. Tr. XVI, =Recueil de Tavaux
relatifs et assyriennes, Paris, p. 101.

YN Ga el e 8l Clallacadll i35 il (V)
Cf: Herbin R. F., Le Livre de Par Courir L’Eternité, OLA, 58, Louvain 1994, pp. 66, 234,
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Cf: Bickel, S., La Cosmogoine égyptienne avant le Nouvel Empire, OBO 14, 1994,pp. 2291f; Barguet,
P., Le Livre des Morts des Anciens Egyptiens, Paris, 1967, p. 115, sp. 78; cf: Graindorge, C., La quéte
de la Lumiére au mois de khoiak une histoire d’oies, JEA 82, 1996, p. 97.

Y G cga il ge 3 mall clallacadl (s )5 oadl (Y)
Cf: Hornung, E., Das Buch von den Pforten des Jenseits, II, AH 8, Genéve, 1980, p. 228f., 257; Meeks,
Le nom du dieu Bés et sesimplications mythologiques, fs. Kakosy, stud Aeg 14, Budapest, 1992, p.
427; Graindorge, C., La quéte de la Lumiére au mois de khoiak une histoire d’oies, pp. 99-103.
(3)ct:Wilson, M.A., The Sphinx, Vol.8, New York,1909 , p. 144; cf :Rec. Tr. XVI, =Recueil de Tavaux
relatifs et assyriennes, Paris, p. 101.
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(2)Sethe, K., PT., 271; Kees, H., Gotterglaube, p. 130.
EYY (o il jeae 3o glall 15555 (T
Cf: Frankfort, H., Kingship and the Gods, p. 178; Wb. V., 627, 15.
EYA (o il jeae 3 aglall 15 555 ail(€)
Cf: Drioton, E., Pages d'Egyptologie, Le Fetes Egyptiennes, Le Caire, 1957;Drioton, E., Les Fetes dans
Les Textes des Pyramides, in Mercer Pyramid Textes, Vol. 4, Toronto 1952;Sethe, K., Untersuchungen,
vol. I, pp. 135-137; Altenmiiller, H, "Djed Pfeiler", LA, L., cols. 1100-1101.
squl\ Ay peaall ALl ¢ 5 308 Cadlu g Ju ¢AY (a se\‘\/\i soalall (dyige jll jae 8 Aball ol ae desa L..a.'\ c;\J_
Yol Yo Vu.asu\q‘,.u.d\j‘)‘,.n)new )SJ}SJ‘)SJLA‘\V\ u.ase\‘\‘\/\a‘)&sl.sﬂ SLQ‘)MMA‘MA‘)J
EV £ o il jeae i aglall (s 55 eil(©)
Cf: Kees, H., op-cit., p. 129;Sethe, K., op-cit., vol. 10, p. 158; Altenmiiller, H., op-cit., col. 1101.
YT Lo dadll pae ‘55 a4l HB'BY w\('l)
Cf: Bleeker, C., "Egyptian Festivals", Leiden, 1967, pp. 63-64.
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Cf: Schott, S., Altagyptische Festdaten, pp. 90-91.
EVVoEYT (o il jeae 3ol i 555 ail(Y)
Cf: Wohlgemuth, D., "Das Sokarfest", Gottingen, 1957, pp. 163-169.
(3)Gaballa, A., and Kitchen, A., "The Festival of Sokar", in: OR, 38, 1969, pp. 52-67.
NTAYEY a1 lalia ;) samie (il ) sacie sgal ) S sm e (o
ATV (o Al jeae i agall (s s i)
(5)cf:  https://www.etymonline.com/word/holiday; http://www.droit-afrique.com/upload/doc/cote-
divoire/RCI-Decret-1996-205-jours-feries-chomes.pdf
(6)cf: Schmidt, L. Eric, The Commercialization of the Calendar: American Holidays and the Culture of
Consumption, 1870-1930, The Journal of American History, 78 (3), 1991, pp. 887-916;
cf:http://etymonline.com/?term=holiday;https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years
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(1)cf: http://etymonline.com/?term=holiday; https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years
(2)cf: Schmidt, L. Eric, "The Commercialization of the Calendar: American Holidays and the Culture
of Consumption, 1870-1930", The Journal of American History, 78 (3), 1991, pp. 887-916;
cf:http://etymonline.com/?term=holiday; https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years
https://books.google.com/books?id=cDTfCwAAQBAJ&qg=global+holidays
https://www.officeholidays.com/holidays/international-new-years-day
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/kfc-christmas-tradition-japan/index.html

Nations, United. "List of International Days and Weeks", see: https://www.un.org/en/observances/list-
days-weeksCf: Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania. Reasoning from the Scriptures.
Watchtower, 1985, pp. 176182

(3)cf: https://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/better-learning-insights/corpus;
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/celebration

(4)cf: https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-en/feast/

Cf: https://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/better-learning-insights/corpus;
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/celebration
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(1)cf: https://www.dictionary.com/browse/feast

Cf: https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-en/feast/

Cf: https://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/better-learning-insights/corpus;
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/celebration

LAY AN (pd e By ga sa‘)ﬂ\ J‘)ﬂ\ (Y)
(3)Mittwoch, E., ‘Id al-Fitr, In: Lewis, B.; Ménage, V. L.; Pellat, Ch. & Schacht, J. (Eds.). The
Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition. Vol.IlI, H-Iram, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1971, p. 1008; Elias, I.,
Islam, Routledge, 1999, p. 75; Martin, Richard C., (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim world.
New York: Macmillan Reference USA: Thomson/Gale, 2004; Mittwoch, E., Id al-Adha, In: Lewis, B.;
Meénage, V. L.; Pellat, Ch. & Schacht, J. (Eds.). The Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition. Vol. III:
H-Iram. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1971, p. 1007.
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(1)cf: https://www.etymonline.com/word/Christmas
Cf: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christmas; Ferguson, Everett., Baptism in the Early Church:
History, Theology, and Liturgy in the First Five Centuries, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2009, pp.
350-351; Boda, Mark, J., & Smith, Gordon, T., Repentance in Christian Theology, Liturgical Press,
2006, pp. 311-316.
(2)Prosic,Tamara., The Development and Symbolism of Passover, A&C Black, 2004, pp.22-28;
Audirsch, Jeffrey G., The Legislative Themes of Centralization: From Mandate to Demise, Wipf and
Stock Publishers, 2014, pp.105-108; cf: Levinson, Bernard. M., Deuteronomy and the Hermeneutics of
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